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GENERAL ARTEMAS WARD. 

BY KOBERT 0. WINTHROP. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

Governor Thomas Hutchinson, in the 3d volume of his 
History of Massachusetts Bay (p. 194), after describing his own 
defeat in the choice of Councillors, in May, 1768, on the 
ground that being already Lieutenant-Governor and Chief 
Justice he was considered a pensioner of the Crown, says : 
"This turned some who had voted for the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and gave a majority of votes to Mr. Ward." Hut- 
chinson then appends the following foot-note to the name of 
Mr. "Ward : " He was afterwards Commander-in-Chief of the 
newly-raised forces in Massachusetts Bay, &c, and was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Washington." If nothing else were added to 
this record, it would be enough to secure the name of General 
Ward from being forgotten. The chosen successor of Hut- 
chinson as a Councillor of Massachusetts ; the predecessor of 
Washington in the command of the first army of the Revolu- 
tion! 

Artemas Ward was the son of Colonel Naham Ward, one 
of the early settlers of Shrewsbury, Mass., where he was him- 
self born on the 27th of November, 1727. He was graduated 
at Harvard College in 1748. Having chosen the law for his 
profession, he was one of the Justices of the Common Pleas 
for the county of Worcester, in 1762, and became Chief Jus- 
tice in 1776. But he was by no means absorbed in profes- 
sional or judicial labors. He was a Major in the Provincial 
Militia as early as 1755, and in 1758 he was Lieutenant- 
Colonel of Colonel "Williams's Regiment for the invasion of 
Canada, and was in the expedition against Ticonderoga, under 
General Abercrombie, in which Lord Howe, to whom Massa- 
chusetts erected a monument in Westminster Abbey, was 
killed. In 1759 he was made Colonel. But in 1766 his com- 
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mission was revoked, on account of the opposition to arbitrary 
power which he had openly manifested. On the same account, 
too, his election as Councillor was negatived by the Royal 
Governor. 

On the 19th of May, 1775, he was commissioned as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Provincial Army of Massachusetts, 
and took command the next day. He was, of course, in com- 
mand of the army around Boston at the time of the battle of 
Bunker Hill, and probably gave the order for Prescott's Regi- 
ment to throw up the redoubt. That, however, was a secret 
expedition, and no record of the order was preserved, if any 
was made. Ward himself undoubtedly misconstrued the 
British movements on the 17th of June, 1775, and considered 
them only a feint to draw off the remaining troops from Head- 
Quarters, and to give opportunity for destroying the stores 
and cutting off the communications of the Provincials. But 
it was not owing to any imagined inertness on that day that 
he soon afterwards ceased to be chiefly responsible for the 
military proceedings in Massachusetts. The Continental 
Congress at Philadelphia had already decided to have an 
army of their own, and had appointed "Washington to com- 
mand it two days before the battle of Bunker Hill took place. 
They also appointed Ward to be First Major-General of the 
Continental Army. 

It would have been unnatural if he had exhibited no sus- 
ceptibility on thus being superseded on his own soil. But he 
at once accepted the appointment, and took post on the right 
of the Continental Army at Roxbury. When Washington 
had succeeded in driving the British forces out of Boston on 
the 17th of March, 1776, and had himself proceeded to Few 
York, General Ward was left by him in command of the 
Eastern Department. He had been suffering, however, from 
serious infirmities of health, and he tendered his resignation 
in April ; but, at the request of Washington, and of Congress, 
he continued in service to the close of the year. 

The services of General Ward to his commonwealth and 
his country were by no means confined to military life. He 
was for sixteen years a Representative of his native town in 
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the Legislature of Massachusetts, and in 1786 he was Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of that State. 

In 1779 he was appointed a member of the Continental 
Congress, and was repeatedly elected a member of the Federal 
Congress after the establishment of independence. 

He died on the 27th of October, 1800, aged 73. 

A monument at Shrewsbury, after giving the dates and 
details of his career, has the following tribute to his memory 
and character : — 

" Firmness of mind and integrity of purpose were charac- 
teristic of his whole life, so that he was never swayed by the 
applause or censure of man, but ever acted under a deep sense 
of duty to his Country, and accountability to his God. Long 
will his memory be precious among the friends of Liberty 
and Religion." 



MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

BY WILLIAM M. DARLINGTON. 

OF PITTSBUKGH, PA. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

John Armstrong was born in the north of Ireland in the 
year 1720. He emigrated to Pennsylvania some time between 
the years 1745 and 1748, and settled in the Kittatinny Valley, 
west of the Susquehannah River, then the frontier of the pro- 
vince. He was well educated, and by profession a surveyor. 
In 1750, when Cumberland County was formed, Messrs. Arm- 
strong and Lyon by direction of the Proprietaries laid out 
the town of Carlisle. It was resurveyed by Mr. Armstrong 
according to its present plan in 1762. In 1763 his office in 
Carlisle with all his books and papers therein was destroyed 
by fire ; a great public loss severely felt for many years after- 
wards in the adjustment of boundaries of tracts of land in the 
large district in which he was the public surveyor. In 1754 
he was sent by Governor Morris on a mission to the colony 



